TOWARDS  A   SOCIALIST   SOCIETY
among you and is incarnate in you . . . the world will one day
share our spoils." *
In a sense, however, the very extent of this influence de-
prived it of much of its real meaning. Disciples of Saint-Simon
were to be found not only among those who adopted his
doctrines : many who came under the spell migrated to parties
and schools of thought to which he would have been frankly
opposed. It is true that all Socialism may be said to derive from
him, but so does to a large extent the revival of authority in
politics and philosophy which, through Comte, Rodbertus and
Bismarck, was to lead to the " Action Franfaise " and similar
movements, to the reassertion of the very system in Church
and State against which he strove. " Such an influence," as
Professors Bougl6 and Hal£vy remark,2 " is really a failure " ;
Saint-Simon would have disowned such offspring.
There would seem to be two explanations of this contra-
diction. It is, firstly, the fate of all who state for the first time
a problem, with that clearness and penetration that will compel
public attention, to attract many who will ultimately give
to the problem a solution different from that of the pioneer
himself. Saint-Simonism may be said to be the first really
challenging criticism of the principle of competition as the
basis of the economic order, the first really compelling state-
ment of the social problem.3 It is not to be wondered at if
those who rallied to his side in facing it did not all adopt his
collectivist solution, but ultimately helped to the reconstruction
of an industrial feudalism, more enlightened, more humane,
but based nevertheless on the very principles of economic
individualism which he so detested.4
1	Barrault and Enfantin, at the trial of 1832.
2	Introduction to Exposition, p. 66.
3	We stress the adjectives. Whoever first stated the social problem, Saint-
Simon was the first to make it a real issue in public opinion.
4	Among ex-Sain t-Simonists are to be found some of the most prominent
financiers and industrialists of the Second Empire—not illogically, since, as
we remarked earlier, Saint-Simon seemed at one time to favour " captains of
industry " as leaders of society. A Ford, a Stinnes, a Rathenau, a Loucheur
are directly in the Saint-Simonist tradition. See Bourbonnais, Le Neo Saint-
Simonisme.
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